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NGOORA MOOLINAP TO SUPPLY SUSTAINABLE WATER SUPPLY 
FOR BUNBURY INTO THE FUTURE

By extracting water from an inland 
source, higher quality water is accessed 
for Aqwest’s 35,000 customers, 
which creates greater production cost 
efficiencies, delivering benefits to 
customers and the environment.
Local Aboriginal Elders worked with 
Aqwest through Noongar Language 
Specialist/Student Linguist Charmaine 
Councillor from the Wardandi Miya-k 
Kaadadjiny Aboriginal Corporation to 
research a name for the facility which 
reflects the history of and connection to 
the Glen Iris area.
Construction of the plant supported more 
than 200 jobs for local contractors over 

the past two years and was completed on 
budget, on time and safely.
The carbon footprint of the plant is 
reduced by 100kw solar panels in an 
array on top of the filtration, storage and 
administration buildings, and work in 
conjunction with the grid to power the 
plant.
“Construction of this new water treatment 
plant is Aqwest’s largest capital works 
project of the last decade and is integral 
to our long term planning to secure a 
sustainable, high quality water supply 
for the Greater Bunbury region into the 
future,” said Aqwest Chair Stan Liaros.

Aqwest operates an integrated water 
treatment and distribution system and 
construction of the new plant delivers 
another key initiative from Aqwest’s long 
term Integrated Water Management 
Strategy for the Greater Bunbury Region.

Ngoora Moolinap, Aqwest’s new water treatment plant (Glen Iris), has the capacity to supply all of Bunbury’s 
average water consumption demand, producing 12 million litres of drinking water a day – equivalent to five 
Olympic swimming pools.

The new $15 million plant at Glen Iris draws water from a groundwater source further inland from coastal 
water sources, where due to the impacts of climate change, the risk of increasing salinity levels was 
threatening water quality.

Water Minister Dave Kelly 
announced the opening 
of the new plant in 
September 2020.



THE STORY OF THE NAMING OF NGOORA MOOLINAP
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Wardandi Miya-k Kaadadjiny Aboriginal Corporation Noongar Language Specialist/Student Linguist Charmaine Councillor, Aqwest Chief Executive Officer Gary 
Hallsworth, Aqwest Board member Rhonda Norman and IPS Aboriginal Engagement Consultant Joanne Hill at the Ngoora Moolinap Water Treatment Plant (Glen Iris).

The researching of an Aboriginal name 
for Aqwest’s new water treatment plant 
to reflect the history of the land took 
on a special significance for local Elders 
as a word previously lost over time was 
uncovered.
Researched by local Noongar Language 
Specialist/Student Linguist Charmaine 
Councillor from the Wardandi Miya-k 
Kaadadjiny Aboriginal Corporation, her 
investigations revealed the historic name 
the land was previously known as.
The name emerged during a chat with 
her cousin, Troy Bennell, who pointed her 
in the direction of a report that had been 
done which listed “Moullinup” as being a 
place name in the Glen Iris area.
Poring over historic maps, Charmaine 
discovered the name “Moullinup” 
appeared near where the new plant has 
been constructed. Excited by her find, 
Charmaine then read through databases 
of Aboriginal word lists compiled by 
the WA Museum and the University of 
Adelaide to try and discover its meaning.

Eventually finding it meant “swampy 
place”, Charmaine continued her 
research to find another Aboriginal word 
which described the new plant. She 
came up with “Ngoora” which means 
“water sitting in a well”, along with “Kep 
Kwoba” meaning “fresh water” and “Gabi 
Boorawa” which means “water hole”.
Armed with the “Moullinup” name and 
her three options for the remainder of 
the name, she visited 17 local Elders 
to explain the work she was doing with 
Aqwest and asked them to choose the 
name they thought best reflected the 
new plant.
“They were all excited and impressed 
that the area had an Aboriginal place 
name “Moullinup” that was already there 
and about celebrating the connection 
back to the country through the Noongar 
language,” Charmaine said.
“They all agreed that “Ngoora” was the 
closest representation of a Noongar 
word to describe something, so the name 
“Ngoora Moolinap” was the final result.”

“To be able to use those words 
again is very exciting and has 
helped us bring our language 
alive again.”

Due to many spellings of Noongar words 
it was important to make changes of 
the old to the new spelling system that 
is used today. This also supports the 
current school based programs across 
the South West. 
“Noongar is an endangered language 
and because of historic events there are 
very few Aboriginal people and even our 
Elders who can speak it. In fact there are 
just five people in the South West of WA 
who can speak it fluently, so many words 
from the past are lost,” Charmaine said.


